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Dale.farm@btintemet.com 


Alexis Wright 
CRE 

24 March 2007 

RE; DALE FARM 


Dear Alexis, 

Joe and Bridie had already spoken very warmly of you and 
I came away very encouraged by yesterday's meeting about Dale 
Farm. And Richard Sheridan has just said the same thing on the 
phone. We really appreciate your help. 

I'd like first to summarise the major points that came out of it: 

1) The possibility of CRE becoming an "interested party" in the case of 
Mrs Mary Ann McCarthy (Richard's mother-in-law) v. Secretary of 
State Ruth Kelly over the rejection of the Dale Farm appeals. 

This would be similar to the CRE involvement in the Judicial Review of 
Basildon's original decision to spent £2.9 million evicting all the 
"illegal" Travellers in the district. 

2) Efforts by you to get Amnesty International, Liberty etc involved. 

3) CRE to support Jim and Nora Egan in their complaint to Essex 
police in Basildon over the use of a helicopter to chase their son 
Patrick, aged 12 7 his wrongful detention and handcuffing etc 

(you can contact Nora through Kathleen McCarthy at 07799332832). 

4) To start having meetings with Basildon officials and set up a 
Conference to include officials, police, possibly Constant etc. to 
confront them over the way evictions have been done, disregard for 


health & safety regulations etc. 
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On this you should link up with Martin Trevillion, of Essex Fire & 

Rescue (07776147905) safety officer, who has already offered 
At our request to call such a Conference, using Fire Brigade office and 
chairing the meeting himself (we said we would like to leave such a 
Conference until after the Judicial Review - so that if eviction is 
threatened it will be fresh in the minds of police and bailiffs conducting 
the operation). 

The JR will not be before July, and could be as late as November. 

5) We have agreed to all meet again at the Church Hall in Wickford on 
4 May at 2pm 

You asked me for: 

1) SouthWestLaw letter re Ruth Kelly appeal (enclosed) 

2) Previous CRE involvement with Basildon. I can tell you that in March 
2004 Kim Tan and Gwyneth Dawes visited Dale Farm and wrote at 
least two letters to Basildon re their duty to do a racial equality impact 
Assessment in respect of their plan to evict (see scrap of email). 
Community Officer Kim Tan has since left CRE 

3) Roddy Mansfield at roddvmansfield(5>bskvb.com was the Sky 
reporter who protested to Hertsmere council over being excluded (on 
safety grounds!) from the Twin Oaks site during the eviction there. 

4) you can see report on the recent eviction in Buckinghamshire on 

www.avpsv-association.com 

5) Statement taken by me from Michael Slattery at the time of the 
Twin n Oaks eviction (one copy) 

I have written to Brian Cox pointing out that Basildon failed to make 
a racial equality impact assessment, which may be a point of law they 
need to get the appeal launched. 

Just for background info, many of the people at Dale Farm are the 
grandchildren, grandnieces etc of people I stayed with in Ireland back 
in the 1966s when we made the great stand at Cherry Orchard, now 
legendary among Travellers (I've just written a novel about this 


entitled FREE BORN TRAVELLER, due out this summer. When I came 
back to the UK in 1966 I founded the Gypsy Council and in 1971 
organised the 1st World Romani Congress and was general-secretary 
for the next ten years. 

Some additional papers (mentioned above) have gone to Sean, ie 
Michael Slattery's statement (eight pages) 


